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(57) ABSTRACT

A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when forming
a hole in the earth including a base member, a first side
member attached to a first side of the base member, a second
side member attached to a second side of the base member, an
aperture positioned within the base member, wherein the first
side member is movable to an upright position and the second
side member is movable to an upright position for directing
dirt or soil off of the base member.

16 Claims, 15 Drawing Sheets
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1
DEVICE FOR IMPROVED CLEAN UP OF
HOLES

BACKGROUND

The present application generally relates to devices for
cleaning up dirt and soil resulting from boring or digging a
hole in the earth, when using an auger or other digging tool
such as a clamshell digger. More particularly, the present
application relates to a device that may be used to collect and
remove the dirt and soil displaced when boring or digging a
hole for a post, such as a fence post or post for a deck.

Professional tradesmen, carpenters, and others are often
called upon to build fences or decks. Posts are typically posi-
tioned at intervals to support the fences or decks. The bottom
of'the posts are positioned in holes that are bored or dug into
the earth, and once the post is positioned within the hole,
some of the dirt or soil may be filled in around the post or the
post may be set in concrete, as examples.

The holes may be bored into the ground using a power
auger. Alternatively, the holes may be bored or dug using
handheld tools such as a shovel, spade, hand auger or a
clamshell digger, or some combination thereof. Regardless of
how the hole is created, the hole is formed by removing dirt
and soil (or sand or gravel) from the earth, which becomes
piled up around the hole. During the course of boring or
digging the holes and positioning posts within the holes, the
dirt and soil piled around the holes may also get stepped on
and tracked around the yard. Eventually, after the posts are
positioned within the holes, the dirt and soil piled up around
the posts, and the dirt and soil tracked around the yard needs
to be cleaned up and removed.

The process of cleaning and removing the dirt and soil
around each post, and the dirt and soil tracked around the
yard, may be a time-consuming and tedious process. It may
take two workers 20 to 30 minutes per post to properly clean
up the area around each post. The cleanup process may
involve shoveling the dirt and soil piled up around the posts
and moving it into a wheelbarrow or cart where it may be
removed from the area. The cleanup process may also entail
using a shop vacuum and/or hosing down the grass to return
the yard to a pristine condition. A typical fence may have 30
to 50 posts. Therefore, there is a significant amount of time
and expense involved in cleaning up the dirt and soil removed
from the holes.

As a result of the labor-intensive and time-consuming
cleanup process, it would be desirable to provide a device that
can be used to more easily collect and remove the dirt and soil
displaced from the holes. It would also be desirable to provide
a tool that may be used that results in a reduction of time
required to clean up the dirt and soil displaced from the holes
during the hole forming process.

SUMMARY

In one aspect, a device for the cleanup of dirt or soil
removed when forming a hole in the earth is provided having
a first board, a second board hingedly connected to the first
board with a first hinge, a third board hingedly connected to
the second board with a second hinge, an aperture positioned
within the second board, wherein the first board is movable to
an upright position and the third board is movable to an
upright position for directing dirt or soil off of the second
board.

In a further aspect, a device for the cleanup of dirt or soil
removed when forming a hole in the earth is provided having
a base member, a first side member attached to a first side of
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the base member, a second side member attached to a second
side of the base member, an aperture positioned within the
base member, wherein the first side member is movable to an
upright position and the second side member is movable to an
upright position for directing dirt or soil off of the base mem-
ber.

In a further aspect, a device for the cleanup of dirt or soil
removed when forming a hole in the earth including a base
having an aperture positioned therein, wherein the aperture
has a diameter that is sized to accommodate an 8-inch auger
positioned through the aperture when a hole is being drilled
by the auger, one or more handles positioned on a first side of
the base and one or more handles positioned on a second side
of'the base opposite from the first side of the base, wherein the
first and second sides of the base comprises flexible material
such that the portion of the base having the aperture sags
between the first side and the second side of the base when the
base is lifted by the handles.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Exemplary embodiments of the invention are described
herein with reference to the drawings, wherein like parts are
designated by like reference numerals, and wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective top view of cleanup device 10 with
first plate 20 and second plate 22 in a second, closed position
with respect to aperture 16;

FIG. 2 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIG. 1, with first plate 20 and second plate 22 in a
first, open position with respect to aperture 16;

FIG. 3 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 with auger 72 positioned through
aperture 16;

FIG. 4is aperspective top view of cleanup device 10 shown
in FIGS. 1-3 after a hole is been formed with dirt or soil 80
collected on cleanup device 10;

FIG. 5is aperspective top view of cleanup device 10 shown
in FIGS. 1-4 with first plate 20 and second plate 22 moved
back to the second, closed position with respect to aperture 16
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device
shown in FIG. 5, with the top surface 12a of first board 12
moved towards the top surface 14a of second board 14 to form
a V-shaped surface for directing the dirt or soil 80 off of the
cleanup device 10;

FIG. 7 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIG. 6 with the dirt or soil 80 being directed off of
cleanup device 10;

FIG. 8 is a perspective bottom view of the cleanup device
10 shown in FIGS. 1-7 with first plate 20 and second plate 22
in a second, closed position with respect to aperture 16;

FIG. 9 is a perspective bottom view of the cleanup device
10 shown in FIGS. 1-8 with first plate 20 and second plate 22
in a first, open position with respect to aperture 16;

FIG. 10 is a top view of cleanup device 110 having a chute
extending from an end thereof.

FIG. 11 is a top view of cleanup device 210 having a chute
positioned on a top surface thereof, and

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a series of posts after being
positioned within holes formed in the earth, showing piles of
dirt and soil surrounding the posts.

FIG. 13A is a top view of cleanup device 310.

FIG. 13B is a perspective view of cleanup device 310
shown in FIG. 13A, wherein board 312 to positioned against
wall 350.

FIG. 14A is a top view of cleanup device 410.
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FIG. 14B is a side view of cleanup device 410 shown in
FIG. 14B with side members 412 and 414 in an upright
position.

FIG. 15A is a side view of cleanup device 310a having
brace 330.

FIG. 15B is a side view of cleanup device 410a having
brace 432.

FIG. 15C is a side view of brace 432 shown in FIG. 15B.

FIG. 15D is a partial top view of cleanup device 410a
shown in FIG. 15B.

FIG. 16A is a side view of cleanup device 3104.

FIG. 16B is a partial perspective view of cleanup device
3105 shown in FIG. 16A.

FIG.17A is aside view of plate 420 having clamp 460 at an
end thereof.

FIG. 17B is a side view of plate 420 having flange 470 at an
end thereof.

FIG. 17C is a side view of plate 420 having kick plate 480
at an end thereof.

FIG. 17D is a top view of plate 420 having rail cleaning
edges.

FIG. 18A is a top view of cleanup device 4105.

FIG. 18B is a side view of cleanup device 4105 shown in
FIG. 18A with side members 412 and 414 in an upright
position, and having plug 490.

FIG. 18C is a bottom view of plug 490 shown in FIG. 18B.

FIG. 19A is a side view of cleanup device 310 having plug
490 used as a brace.

FIG. 19B is a side view of plug 490 shown in FIGS.
18A-18C and 19A.

FIG. 19C is a partial perspective view of cleanup device
310 shown in FIG. 19A.

FIG. 20A is a top view of cleanup device 410c.

FIG. 20B is a side view of cleanup device 410c¢ shown in
FIG. 20A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a perspective top view of cleanup device 10
having a first board 12 attached to a second board 14 with
hinge 18 and hinge 19. An aperture 16 is defined by a portion
of first board 12 and a portion of second board 14, and is
positioned between hinge 18 and hinge 19. In FIG. 1, a first
plate 20 is shown in a closed position with respect to aperture
16, and second plate 22 is also shown in a closed position with
respect to aperture 16. First board 12 includes a number of
holes 50,52, 54, and 56 that may serve as handholds for auser
to hold onto when moving or transporting the cleanup device
10, or tilting the device when directing dirt or soil off of the
boards. Similarly, second board 14 also includes a number of
holes 58, 60, 62, and 64 that may also serve as handholds for
a user to hold onto when moving or transporting the cleanup
device 10, or tilting the device when directing dirt or soil off
of the boards.

FIG. 2 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIG. 1, with first plate 20 and second plate 22 in an
open position with respect to aperture 16. Plate handle 21 may
be used to pull plate 20 away from the aperture 16 to open
aperture 16 and plate handle 23 may be used to pull plate 22
away from the aperture 16 to open aperture 16. When it is
desired to move plates 20 and 22 back into a closed position,
then plate handles 21 and 23 may be used to push the plates 20
and 22 back to a closed position shown in FIG. 1, where the
aperture 16 is substantially closed. Plate 22 is shown have
slidable movement between plate holders 26 and 28 and the
bottom surface of board 14.
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As shownin FIG. 1, an edge 20a of plate 20 is engaged with
an edge 22a of plate 22 when the plates are in the closed
position. It will be recognized that gaps could exist at the
interface between edge 20a and edge 22a when the aperture is
substantially closed. Therefore, as used herein, the term “sub-
stantially closed” means that the area of the aperture is at least
90% blocked by plate 20 and/or plate 22. Furthermore, while
not shown in FIG. 1, one of the ends 20a or 22a could extend
beyond the other of the ends 20a or 22a when the plates 20
and 22 are in the closed position.

Moreover, in some embodiments, only a single plate may
be required. For example, a plate having a flexible end could
be used to cover the aperture and bend when the board 12 and
board 14 are moved into a V-shaped surface, while still cov-
ering the aperture 16. In addition, while plates 20 and 22 are
shown positioned on the bottom of boards 12 and 14, it is also
possible that plates 20 and 22 could be positioned on the top
surface of boards 12 and 14.

FIG. 3 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. In FIG. 3, a power auger 70 that may
be used to bore holes for fence or deck posts is shown. A
handle 74 is shown which may be used to position auger 72
through aperture 16 of cleanup device 10 and over a spot
where it is desired to bore a hole. At this stage of the process
the plates 20 and 22 are in the open position, before the hole
has been bored.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view showing the cleanup device 10
after a hole has been bored by the power auger 70 shown in
FIG. 3. Typical holes may be bored 42 inches deep. As the
hole is bored, dirt and soil are displaced from the hole and
collected into piles 80 on top of board 12 and board 14. In this
manner, the cleanup tool 10 may be used to collect the dirt and
soil removed by the auger and prevent it from accumulating in
piles directly on the grass surrounding the hole. In addition, if
using handheld tools such as a clamshell digger, the dirt or
soil displaced by such tools may also be collected and piled
onto the top of board 12 and 14.

In the absence of using cleanup tool 10, after positioning
the posts within the holes, each post would be surrounded by
a pile of dirt or soil displaced from hole during the formation
of the hole. In particular, FIG. 12 is a perspective view of a
series of posts after being positioned within holes formed in
the earth of yard 340 without the use of cleanup tool 10,
showing piles of dirt and soil surrounding the posts. In par-
ticular, post 300 is shown positioned within hole 320 and
surrounded by a pile of dirt and soil 80, post 302 is shown
positioned within hole 322 and surrounded by a pile of dirt
and soil 82, post 304 is shown positioned within hole 324 and
surrounded by a pile of dirt and soil 84, and post 306 is shown
positioned within hole 326 and surrounded by a pile of dirt
and soil 80. Such piles are eliminated, or significantly
reduced, when using cleanup 10 during the hole forming
process.

Typical fence or deck posts may be 4 inches by 4 inches, in
which case auger 72 may have an 8-inch diameter bit, while
other fence and deck posts may be 5 inches by 5 inches, in
which case auger 72 may have a 10-inch diameter bit. There-
fore, the diameter of aperture 16 should be sized to accom-
modate at least an 8-inch bit. However, to accommodate both
an 8-inch diameter bit and a 10-inch diameter bit, the diam-
eter of aperture 16 should be 12 inches or more. However, the
larger the diameter of the aperture, the more dirt and soil will
drop back onto the area surrounding the hole, instead of onto
boards 12 and 14 as is desired. Therefore, it has been found
that an aperture with a diameter of 12 inches provides suffi-
cient flexibility to accommodate an 8-inch bit and a 10-inch
bit without allowing too much dirt or soil to fall through the
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aperture 16. It will be appreciated that while aperture 16 is
shown as a circular hole, other geometries for the aperture
which may not be as advantageous as a circular hole could be
used as well. In addition, the cleanup device 10 may also be
used for other larger applications. For example, a telephone
pole may require a 16 inch diameter hole, and the aperture 16
of cleanup device 10 may be sized to accommodate a hole of
that size, or larger, as well.

FIG. 51s a perspective top view of cleanup device 10 shown
in FIGS. 1-4 after the auger has been removed. Piles of dirt or
soil 80 are shown collected about aperture 16. Once the hole
is completed and the auger or handheld tool such as a clam-
shell digger are removed, first plate 20 and second plate 22 are
shown moved back to the second, closed position with respect
to aperture 16. The cleanup tool is now ready to remove the
piles of dirt and soil 80 collected on top of boards 12 and 14
from the hole site.

FIG. 6 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device
shown in FIG. 5, with the top surface 12a of first board 12
moved towards the top surface 14a of second board 14 to form
a V-shaped surface for directing the dirt or soil 80 off of the
cleanup device 10. In this example, hinges 18 and 19 are used
to attach board 12 to board 14 and allow the boards to move to
form a V-shaped surface. As used herein, the term “hinge” is
to be interpreted broadly to include any device that can be
used to attach an end of board 12 to an end of board 14 and
allow upper surfaces 12a and 14a of boards 12 and 14 to move
towards each and form a V-shaped surface.

It will be appreciated that hinges 18 and 19 may be used to
allow the upper surface 12a and 14a of boards 12 and 14 to be
drawn together into contact with each other, thereby enabling
the cleanup device 10 to be folded which provides for more
convenient transportation and storage of cleanup device 10.

FIG. 7 is a perspective top view of the cleanup device 10
shown in FIG. 6 with the dirt or soil 80 being directed off of
cleanup device 10 with boards 12 and 14 formed into a
V-shape surface. It will be noted that the ends 20a and 225 of
plates 20 and 22 remain in the closed position during this step
of the process where the aperture remains in a substantially
closed position. In this step of the process, the piles of dirt or
soil 80 are directed into wheelbarrow 82, where it may be
further removed from the hole site.

FIG. 8 is a perspective bottom view of the cleanup device
10 shown in FIGS. 1-7 with first plate 20 and second plate 22
in a closed position with respect to aperture 16. Plate 20 is
adapted for slidable linear movement between plate holders
30 and 32 and the bottom of board 12. Similarly, plate 22 is
adapted for slidable linear movement between plate holders
26 and 28 and the bottom of board 14. Supports 37, 39, 34, and
36 are also positioned on the bottom of boards 12 or 14, and
supports 40, 42, 44, and 46 are also positioned on the bottom
of’boards 12 or 14 to provide support for someone standing on
cleanup tool 10 during the hole forming process. While the
supports are shown as separate members attached the boards
12 or 14, this represents only an example configuration. It will
be appreciated that the supports could be formed to together
as a single unit, formed integrally with the board 12 or 14,
and/or have different geometries.

FIG. 9 is a perspective bottom view of the cleanup device
10 shown in FIGS. 1-8 with first plate 20 and second plate 22
in an open position with respect to aperture 16. Here the plates
20 and 22 have been pulled away from aperture 16 with a
linear movement. However, it is also possible that the aperture
could be opened or closed using a plate that is moved using
rotational movement. For example, a plate could be rotated 90
degrees to move a plate over the aperture 16, and rotated back
90 degrees to move the plate away from aperture 16.
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FIG.101s atop view of cleanup tool 110 having a chute 114
extending from an end thereof. The chute 114 may be a
separate element attached to the board 112 or integrally
formed with board 112. Cleanup tool 110 is similar to the
cleanup tool 10 shown in FIGS. 1-9 with aperture 116 the
same as aperture 16, and a plate 120 that is movable from a
first closed position as shown in FIG. 10 to a second open
position where the aperture 116 is open. Plate handle 121 may
be used to move the plate 120 as desired. Cleanup tool 110
includes board 112 having aperture 116 extending through
board 112, and holes 150, 152, 154, 160, 162, and 164 that
may serve as handholds for manipulating and transporting
cleanup tool 110.

Cleanup tool 110 further includes chute 114 that has a
chute wall 115 and a chute wall 117 extending from board
112. Dirt or soil collected on the board 112 during the process
of forming a hole may be directed off of board 112 by tilting
the board so that the dirt and soil is directed through chute 114
and out of chute outlet 119. With this design, the cleanup tool
110 may have only one board and only one plate.

FIG. 11 is atop view of cleanup tool 210. Cleanup tool 210
is similar to the cleanup tool 10 shown in FIGS. 1-9 with
aperture 216 the same as aperture 16, and a plate 220 that is
movable from a first closed position as shown in FIG. 11to a
second open position where the aperture 216 is open. Cleanup
tool 210 includes a board having aperture 116 extending
therethrough and holes 250, 252, 254, 260, 262, and 264 that
may serve as handholds for manipulating and transporting
cleanup tool 210.

Cleanup tool 210 has a chute positioned on top. The chute
is formed of a first chute wall 215 and a second chute wall 217
that extend towards chute outlet 219. Dirt or soil collected on
cleanup tool 210 during the process of forming a hole may be
directed off by tilting the cleanup tool 210 so that the dirt and
soil is directed through chute outlet 219. Similar to FIG. 10,
with this design, the cleanup tool 210 may have only one
board and only one plate. However, cleanup tool 210 does not
include a chute extension.

The cleanup tools and their components shown in FIGS.
1-11, as well as the Figures that follow, may be made of a
variety of different materials. For example, the boards, plates,
supports, etc. may be made of wood, plastic, or composite
materials, or even lightweight metals such as aluminum or
magnesium, or a combination of those materials could be
used.

It will be appreciated that the use of the cleanup tools
shown in FIGS. 1-11, as well as the Figures that follow, may
advantageously reduce the amount of dirt and soil that needs
to be cleaned up from the ground after the posts are posi-
tioned. As a result, the amount of cleanup time and the labor
and expense of cleaning up the dirt and soil displaced during
the hole forming process is advantageously reduced.

A method of forming holes for fence or deck posts using
the cleanup tool shown in FIGS. 1-11, and the Figures that
follow may be used to that reduces cleanup time and reduces
the labor and expense of cleaning up the dirt and soil dis-
placed during the hole forming process is provided. The
method may include the steps of positioning a board having a
top surface and a bottom surface over an area where a hole is
to be formed in the earth, positioning an aperture located on
the board over a spot where the hole is to be formed, posi-
tioning a plate slidably attached to the board into a first, open
position where the aperture is open, forming a hole in the spot,
collecting dirt or soil removed when forming the hole on the
top surface of the board, moving the plate to a second, closed
position, where the aperture is closed, transporting the board
to a place where the dirt or soil may be directed off of the
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board, and tilting the board to direct dirt or soil that was
collected on the board off of the board.

The method may further include the step of moving the top
surface of the board towards a top surface of a second board
to form a V-shaped surface before the step of tilting the board
to direct dirt or soil off the board.

Fences are often placed to fence in yards, or placed adja-
cent an existing fence or building structure, with a post posi-
tioned within inches ofthe fence or building structure. In such
cases, it may not be possible to position the cleanup devices
depicted in FIGS. 1-11 against the adjacent fence or building
structure, and therefore the hole next to the wall or fence may
have to be bored without the benefit of the cleanup device.
Therefore, it would be desirable to provide a cleanup device
capable of use near a fence or building structure.

FIG. 13A is a top view of cleanup device 310. Cleanup
device 310 includes board 312 attached to board 314 with
hinges 318 and 319 with an aperture 317 having edge 316
positioned on boards 312 and 314. Plate 320 is positioned
beneath board 312 having an end portion 320 shown partially
blocking aperture 317, and plate 322 is positioned beneath
board 314 having an end portion 322 shown partially block-
ing aperture 317.

FIG. 13B is a perspective view of cleanup device 310
shown in FIG. 13A, wherein board 312 to positioned against
wall 350. In this embodiment, aperture 317 has an elongated
oval shape. As a result, board 312 (or board 314) may be
placed in an upright position against building structure 350.
Plate 322 may be moved into its open position so that an augur
may be used to bore a hole through aperture 317.

Although cleanup device 310 is shown with two plates 312
and 314, a single plate may be used to cover the aperture after
the hole is bored. Furthermore, a single aperture could also be
positioned wholly on board 312 or 314 such that it is not
centrally positioned on cleanup device 310. In this manner,
cleanup device 310 can be used in conjunction with holes
being bored next to an adjacent fence or building structure.

FIG. 14A is a top view of cleanup device 410. Cleanup
device 410 includes side members 412 and 414 that may be
hingedly attached to base member 416 with hinges 418 and
419. Plate 422 is movably secured to base member 416 and is
movable so that portion 420 may block aperture 417 when
transporting dirt from the hole site. In the embodiment of
cleanup device 410, as well as in the other disclosed embodi-
ments ofa cleanup device, the plate 422 may be secured either
on the top side or the bottom side of the cleanup device. When
the plate 422 is positioned on the bottom side, the dirt and soil
removed from the tracks is less likely to clog the tracks in
which the plate moves within. For example, plate 422 may
ride within tracks formed by securing a pair of rails to the
cleanup device. The rails may have apertures that extend in
the direction of plate movement and hold the edges of the
plate 422 beneath the cleanup device. An embodiment illus-
trating the use of rails to provide tracks for the edges of a plate
is shown in FIGS. 8 and 9.

In the embodiment of cleanup device 410 shown in FIG.
14 A, hinges 418 and 419 are living hinges. A living hinge may
be a portion of the device having a reduced thickness and that
has a notched cross-section to allow for the side members 412
and 414 to move into an upright position as shown in FIG.
14B. The hinge could also be comprised of a flexible material
such as canvas or ripstop nylon being positioned between side
member 412 and base member 416, as well as between side
member 414 and base member 416, or a sewn hinge. Other
conventional hinges may also be used.

During the process of auguring a hole, the dirt and soil
removed from the hole may form a pile around the augured
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hole having a diameter on the order of four feet. Therefore, in
order that most or all of the dirt and soil removed from the
hole lands on the cleanup device, the cleanup device 410 may
advantageously have a width of around 4 feet or more, and a
length of around 4 feet or more. Smaller sized cleanup devices
may also be used for smaller augurs or augurs that provide
smaller diameter piles of removed dirt and soil. Moreover,
side members 412 and 414 serve as a chute to direct dirt and
soil off of base member 416. In a preferred embodiment, side
walls 412 and 414 are rigid, and may be formed of high
density polyethylene (HDPE) that is % inch thick (although
could be thicker, or thinner in other applications). However, in
other embodiments, side members 412 and 414 could be
flexible and made of a sturdy, flexible material such as canvas
or ripstop nylon, although a rigid side wall is preferred. Simi-
larly, the base member is also preferably rigid, and may also
be formed of a high density polyethylene, HDPE that is 4
inch thick (although could be thicker, or thinner in other
applications). It is also possible that base member is formed
of a sturdy, flexible material such as canvas or ripstop nylon,
although a rigid base member is preferred.

The use of HDPE for the side members 412 and 414, and
base member 416, is advantageous because these elements of
device 410 may be made from a single piece of material using
a thermoforming process. Device 410 may also be produced
using a cne routing machine or through an injection molding
process.

Referring back to FI1G. 13B, when auguring a hole adjacent
to a fence or building structure, it is desirable to have a portion
of'the cleanup device adjacent the fence or building structure
placed in an upright position. However, during the auguring
process the portion should remain in the upright position, as it
is undesirable to have the upright portion fall towards the
hole. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 15A, cleanup device 310a
is shown having a brace member 330 holding board 314 in an
upright position.

In particular, FIG. 15A is a side view of cleanup device
310q having brace 330 that has one end that extends through
aperture 340 in board 314 and another end extending through
aperture 342 in board 312. In this manner, brace member 330
prevents board 314 from pivoting about hinge 318 and onto
board 312, and retains board 314 in an upright position during
the auguring process.

FIG. 15B is a side view of cleanup device 410a having
brace 432. Brace 432 has an end 434 attached to side member
414 and an end 436 attached to base member 412. Brace
member 432 prevents side member 414 from pivoting about
hinge 4192 and onto base member 416, and retains side
member 414 in an upright position during the auguring pro-
cess.

FIG. 15C is a side view of brace 432 shown in FIG. 15B,
and FIG. 15D is a partial top view of cleanup device 410a
shown in FIG. 15B. Brace member 432 includes aperture
434q adapted for positioning over post 4345 positioned
between two notches formed in board 414, and brace member
432 also includes aperture 4364 for positioning over post
4365 positioned between two notches formed in base member
416. Also shown is post 4386 used for holding an end of brace
member 432 when side member 412 (not shown) is posi-
tioned in an upright position against a fence or building struc-
ture as illustrated in FIG. 13B.

FIG. 16A is a side view of cleanup device 31056 having a
brace member 330a holding board 314 in an upright position,
and FIG. 16B is a partial perspective view of cleanup device
31056 shown in FIG. 16A. In particular, FIG. 16A illustrates
brace member 330q that extends through aperture 340q in
board 314 and another end extending through aperture 342a
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in board 312. Brace member 330q includes a notch 332 on
one end to secure an end of brace member 3304 to board 314,
and also includes a notch 340 on the other end to secure anend
of brace member 330a to board 312. In this manner, brace
member 330a prevents board 314 from pivoting about hinge
318 and onto board 312, and retains board 314 in an upright
position during the auguring process.

FIG.17A is aside view of plate 420 having clamp 460 at an
end thereof. Plate 420 may be used with the various cleanup
devices described above. Plate 420 includes a C-clamp hav-
ing a base 460 and extending arms 462 and 464 secured to
plate 420 with screw 466. An aperture 468 is positioned with
extending arms 462 and 464 into which the boards or side
members of the cleanup device may be positioned. When the
plate 420 is moved into its closed position, the extending
flange 462 is positioned over the side members or boards and
secures them together during transport of the cleanup device.
Plate 420 may also serve as a storage location to hold brace
members such as those shown in FIGS. 15A-16B above.

FIG. 17B is a side view of plate 420 having flange com-
prising arms 470 and 474 secured to plate 420 using screws
476 and 478. Flange 470 and 474 serve as a kick plate, which
auser may kick to move the plate into a closed position, or out
of a closed position into an open position.

FIG. 17C is a side view of plate 420 having kick plate 480
at an end thereof that may also serve as a kick plate, where a
user may kick the front edge 482 of kick plate 480 to move
plate 420 into a closed position.

FIG. 17D is a top view of plate 420 having rail cleaning
edges 481 and 483. The rail cleaning edges 481, 483 extend
further than a central portion 485 of the end of the plate 420
thereby pushing debris towards the center of the plate 420 and
away from the edges where it may get caught in the plate
tracks, making it more difficult to move the plate 420 into an
open or closed position.

FIG. 18A is a top view of cleanup device 4105 and FIG.
18B is a side view of cleanup device 4105 with side members
412 and 414 in an upright position. Cleanup device 4105 is
similar to cleanup device 410qa as shown in FIGS. 14A and
14B, but instead of using a plate to block the aperture, a plug
490 is used to block aperture 420a. A bottom view of plug 490
is shown in FIG. 18C showing bottom surface 4905 and outer
periphery 490a. Cleanup device 4104 includes side members
412 and 414 that may be hingedly attached to base member
416 with hinges 418 and 419. Aperture 420a may include
notches 421 and 423 adapted to receive tangs 491 and 493 of
plug 490.

In operation, once the augur is removed from aperture
420a, the plug is positioned in aperture 490 with outwardly
extending tangs 491 and 493 aligned with the notches 421 and
423 of aperture 420a. To secure the plug 490 within base
member 416, the plug 490 is rotated using for example a
handle, such as handle 496 to lock the plug in place as the
tangs extend beneath the base member 416. When locked in
position, plug 490 has a periphery 4904 that extends beyond
the diameter of aperture 420a, and thereby prevents removed
dirt from falling through aperture 420a during transport away
from the hole site.

The handle in FIGS. 18B and 18C is shown as upwardly
extending from plug 490 as an illustrative embodiment. Other
handles could be used as well, such as a pair of holes disposed
in the top of plug 90 that a user could insert a thumb and finger
to rotate the plug 490 into a locked secured position within
aperture 420a within base member 416. Using a pair of holes
advantageously allows the top surface of plug 490 to remain
generally flush with the top surface of base member 416,
which does not hinder the dirt and soil from sliding off of base
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416 when cleanup device 41054 is tipped to remove the dirt and
soil. Although two outwardly extending tangs (491 and 493)
are shown on plug 490, a single tang, or more than two tangs
could also be used.

Inthis embodiment of cleanup device 4105, hinges 418 and
419 are living hinges. Although, as with the cleanup device
410a shown in FIGS. 14 A and 14B, the hinges could also be
comprised of a flexible material such as canvas or ripstop
nylon being positioned between side member 412 and base
member 416, as well as between side member 414 and base
member 416, or a sewn hinge. Other conventional hinges may
also be used.

FIG. 19A is a side view of cleanup device 310 having plug
490 used as a brace; FIG. 19B is a side view of plug 490
shown in FIGS. 18A-18C and 19A; and FIG. 19C is a partial
perspective view of cleanup device 310 shown in FIG. 19A.
As shown in FIG. 19B, plug 490 includes a handle 496,
outwardly extending tangs 491 and 493, and bottom surface
4905. A slot 499 extends between tangs 491, 493 and a top
surface of plug 490. In order to serve as a brace member, plug
490 has an edge that extends through an aperture 495 in the
upright board and an edge that extends through aperture 497
that extends through the bottom board. In this manner, the
plug may be used to hold board in an upright position when
positioned against an adjacent fence or building structure.

Using the plug 490 as a brace member during augur drilling
against an adjacent fence or building structure provides the
advantage of using an existing component of the cleanup
device, without requiring a separate and additional brace
member. In addition, the plug member 490 may be advanta-
geously secured within aperture 420a during transport, help-
ing to insure that the brace member does not become sepa-
rated from the cleanup device when not in use, and reducing
the possibility that the brace member will become lost.

FIG. 20A is a top view of cleanup device 410c, and FIG.
20B is a side view of cleanup device 410¢ shown in FIG. 20A.
Cleanup device 410c¢ is similar to cleanup devices 410a and
4105 except cleanup device 410¢ does not include a plate or
hinges. As shown in FIGS. 20A and 20B, cleanup device 410¢
includes a base 412 having an aperture 420a positioned
therein. The aperture 420a may have a diameter that is sized
to accommodate an 8-inch auger positioned through the aper-
ture 420a when a hole is being drilled by the auger. Aperture
420q is illustrated having notches 421 and 423 adapted to
receive tangs 491 and 493 of plug 490. Side members 412a
and 4125 are shown extending from opposite sides of aperture
420a. Plug 490 may be configured as shown in FIGS. 18C and
19B.

In cleanup device 410c¢, as shown in FIG. 20B, the first and
second side members 412a and 4125 are comprised of flex-
ible material, such as a thin plastic, such that the portion of the
base 412 having the aperture 420a sags between the first side
4124 and the second side 4125 of the base 412 when the base
is lifted by the handles 456 when dirt and debris is on the
cleanup device 410c¢ after a hole has been augured. As the
term is used herein, a “handle” may be an aperture such as
handle 456, or may be component that may be grasped such as
a strap, post, or knob. Periphery 490a of plug 490 has a
diameter greater than the diameter of aperture 420a. There-
fore, plug 490 may be used to prevent the dirt and soil accu-
mulated on base 412 during the auguring process from falling
through the aperture 420a as the cleanup device 410c is
transported to an area to offload the dirt and soil.

Tangs 491 and 493 on plug 490 may be used as described
above to secure the plug 490 within aperture 420q. In the
embodiment of cleanup device 410¢ shown in FIG. 20B, the
side members 412a and 4125 may generally bend at areas
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414a and 4145 respectively. With this embodiment, the
cleanup device 410c¢ advantageously does not require a sepa-
rate plate or plates to block the aperture, as plug 490 is used.
Furthermore, because of the flexible nature of side members
412a and 4125, hinges are also not required. Thus, cleanup
device 410¢ advantageously provides an elegant solution to
removing dirt and soul from an augured hole without requir-
ing additional components. In particular, cleanup device may
only require two components, the base 412 with side mem-
bers 412a and 4124, and the plug 490.

Asnoted above, typical fence or deck posts may be 4 inches
by 4 inches, in which case an auger having an 8-inch diameter
bit may be used, while other fence and deck posts may be 5
inches by 5 inches, in which case an auger having a 10-inch
diameter bit may be used. Therefore, the diameter of aperture
shown in cleanup device 310 and 410a-c may be sized to
accommodate at least an 8-inch bit. However, to accommo-
date both an 8-inch diameter bit and a 10-inch diameter bit,
the diameter of aperture 16 should be 12 inches or more.
However, the larger the diameter of the aperture, the more dirt
and soil will drop back onto the area surrounding the hole,
instead of onto the cleanup device as desired. Therefore, ithas
been found that an aperture with a diameter of 12 inches
provides sufficient flexibility to accommodate an 8-inch bit
and a 10-inch bit without allowing too much dirt or soil to fall
through the aperture 16. It will be appreciated that while
apertures are shown as a circular hole, other geometries for
the aperture which may not be as advantageous as a circular
hole could be used as well. In addition, the cleanup device 310
and 410a-c may also be used for other larger applications. For
example, a telephone pole may require a 16 inch diameter
hole, and the aperture of the cleanup device may be sized to
accommodate a hole of that size, or larger, as well.

Example embodiments have been described above. Those
skilled in the art will understand that changes and modifica-
tions may be made to the described embodiments without
departing from the true scope and spirit of the present inven-
tion, which is defined by the claims.

We claim:

1. A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when
forming a hole in the earth, comprising:

a first board having an inner edge and an outer edge;

a second board having an inner edge and an outer edge;

afirst hinge attached to the inner edge of the first board and

the inner edge of the second board;

an aperture positioned between the outer edge of the first

board and the outer edge of the second board;

wherein a top surface of the first board is movable towards

a top surface of the second board to form a V-shaped
surface for directing dirt or soil off of the first board and
the second board; and

further including a first plate slidably attached to the first

board;

wherein the first plate is movable from a first, open position

where the aperture is open, to a second, closed position
where the first plate extends over at least a portion of the
aperture.

2. The device of claim 1, wherein the aperture has a diam-
eter that is sized to accommodate an 8-inch auger positioned
through the aperture when the hole is being drilled by the
auger.

3. A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when
forming a hole in the earth, comprising:

a first board having an inner edge and an outer edge;

a second board having an inner edge and an outer edge;

afirst hinge attached to the inner edge of the first board and

the inner edge of the second board;
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an aperture positioned between the outer edge of the first

board and the outer edge of the second board;

wherein a top surface of the first board is movable towards

a top surface of the second board to form a V-shaped
surface for directing dirt or soil off of the first board and
the second board; and

further including a plug sized to fit within the aperture.

4. The device of claim 3, wherein the plug has one or more
extending tabs adapted to fit within one or more slots extend-
ing from a periphery of the aperture, and wherein the plug is
rotatable within the aperture and the one or more extending
tabs are positioned beneath a surface of the device to secure
the plug within the aperture.

5. The device of claim 3, wherein the plug has a first edge
positionable within an aperture in the first board and the plug
has a second edge positionable within an aperture in the
second board to hold the second board in an upright position
adjacent a wall.

6. A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when
forming a hole in the earth, comprising:

a base member;

a first side member attached to a first side of the base

member;

a second side member attached to a second side of the base

member;

an aperture positioned within the base member;

wherein the first side member is movable to an upright

position and the second side member is movable to an
upright position for directing dirt or soil off of the base
member; and

further including a first plate slidably attached to the sec-

ond board;

wherein the first plate is movable from a first, open position

where the aperture is open, to a second, closed position
where the first plate extends over at least a portion of the
aperture.

7. The device of claim 6, wherein a brace member extends
between the first board and the second board to hold the
second board in an upright position adjacent a wall.

8. A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when
forming a hole in the earth, comprising:

a base member;

a first side member attached to a first side of the base

member;

a second side member attached to a second side of the base

member;

an aperture positioned within the base member;

wherein the first side member is movable to an upright

position and the second side member is movable to an
upright position for directing dirt or soil off of the base
member; and

further including a plug sized to fit within the aperture.

9. The device of claim 8, wherein the plug has one or more
extending tabs adapted to fit within one or more slots extend-
ing from a periphery of the aperture, and wherein the plug is
rotatable within the aperture and the one or more extending
tabs are positioned beneath a surface of the device to secure
the plug within the aperture.

10. The device of claim 6, wherein the first side member is
foldable over the base member and the second side member is
also foldable over the base member to provide a folded device
for improved carrying and storage of the device.

11. The device of claim 10, wherein the first plate has
C-shaped flange which extends over an end of the first side
member, an end of the base member, and an end of the second
side member to secure the device in a folded position.
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12. The device of claim 10, wherein the first side member
is attached to the base member with a first living hinge and the
second side member is attached to the base member with a
second living hinge.

13. The device of claim 8, wherein the plug has a first edge
positionable within an opening in at least one of the first side
member and the second side member, and the plug has a
second edge positionable within an opening in the base mem-
ber to hold the atleast one of the first side member and second
side member in an upright position adjacent a wall.

14. A device for the cleanup of dirt or soil removed when
forming a hole in the earth, comprising:

a base having an aperture positioned therein;

wherein the aperture has a diameter that is sized to accom-

modate an 8-inch auger positioned through the aperture
when the hole is being drilled by the auger;

one or more handles positioned on a first side of the base

and one or more handles positioned on a second side of
the base opposite from the first side of the base;
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wherein the first and second side members are comprised
of flexible material such that the portion of the base
having the aperture sags between the first side and the
second side of the base when the base is lifted by the
handles; and further including a plug sized to fit within
the aperture.

15. The device of claim 14, wherein the plug has one or
more extending tabs adapted to fit within one or more slots
extending from a periphery of the aperture, and wherein the
plug is rotatable within the aperture and the one or more
extending tabs are positioned beneath a surface of the device
to secure the plug within the aperture.

16. The device of claim 14, further including a plate slid-
ably attached to the base;

wherein the plate is movable from a first, open position

where the aperture is open, to a second, closed position
where the plate extends over at least a portion of the
aperture.



